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Stalingrad By Vasily Grossman has been an amazing read so far.  I’m only 150 pages into this 1000 page masterpiece.  I’ve read a few Russian classics already, thoroughly enjoying each one of them.  I must say … this is the first novel where I felt compelled to print out the character list to make notes on as I journey through the story.






One of the translators, Robert Chandler also wrote the introduction for this work.  He mentions the struggles Grossman had in writing this & the many more once it was written.  



There are quite a few extra characters, many will be seen only once and like real victims of a wartime world, they’ll disappear into oblivion.  Already, I’ve been deeply moved by some of the character sketches we’ve seen so far.  I’d like to make brief notes to keep track of how I feel about some characters, check the list to see if they’ll stay in the book for at least a couple hundred pages.






So, I created this PDF to help fellow readers of Stalingrad.  Feel free to share this page or the PDF itself to help your fellow reading peeps.






I hope the publisher, NYRB doesn’t mind me sharing this as a PDF.  If they are, please let me know & I'm happy to take this down.  






If you are interested in this book, please purchase a copy or borrow it from your local library.  It’s amazing so far & would probably be enjoyed by hefty fans of Russian literature or those with a respect for wartime novels.








Happy reading!
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UnknownNovember 28, 2021 at 3:39 AM
I'm so glad I found this page!  I know I could have done this myself but reading the book doesn't leave time for such things.
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Chronology of Russian Novels




Taken from The Russian Novel from Pushkin to Pasternak.  Edited by John Garrard.        It’s a fantastic book that gives a sweeping overview of Russian literature, the historical context, brief biographies of the authors and their influences.  It highlights the epic conversation of Russian/Ukranian Literature.  It’s well worth your time to track it down and buy a copy, having the Romanized Titles are indispensable for anyone serious about Russian Lit.   This book also has an appendix of recommended translations. I disagree with the Dostoevsky translations he recommends.  Some of the Constance Garnett translations have been updated since this book’s publication.  The rest of them are still the celebrated ones that are the most complete, having them listed can save you a lot of time searching out the best translations.  It’s such a great book, I’d love to see an updated Reprinting of it that includes recent translations and contemporary novels.     I omitted the original Russian names th









My Next 50 Classics to Read




 Classics Club     The Mission     The goal of this club is very simple, simply list any 50 classics you would like to read in the next little while, up to 5 years max.  Then hyperlink your post as you read them.  The classic can be in any mode; novel, novella, dramas, short story or poetry (collections).     I would like to expand my list to include some non-fiction that would be a classic in it’s field and philosophy because I have a huge craving for it.  And of course, my definition of a classic is virtually any text much older than the 1960s.  I’ll also count my AGE Project & Russian Classic Reads for this challenge as well.      The Deadline     My deadline will be in 2 years, so about 2 classics a month.  The reason, my blog has been collecting dust lately.  I want to set a goal of writing 4 reviews a month so hopefully this club can give me the push I need to achieve that.       All 50 books completed by:     September 1, 2020     If you would like to join, the details are h






























Powered by Blogger












